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Thank you so much for The Joanna Foundation’s generous support during the April 2023 
funding cycle. The purpose of this grant was to support the three core activities that bring 
Charleston Waterkeeper’s mission for clean water to life: science, stewardship, and advocacy. 
Below are few updates about what the Foundation’s support empowered on those fronts over 
the past 12+ months:


1. We built a first of its kind community science based microplastic monitoring effort for our 
local waterways. The Post and Courier featured that work here: 


https://www.postandcourier.com/news/special_reports/microplastic-charleston-harbor-
pollution/article_028991de-c5fd-11ee-9da0-d32be1fd5683.html


I’m thrilled that we’ve even been able to add Britney (featured above) to our staff to scale the 
microplastic work throughout our estuary. It also strengthens our nonprofit/academic 
partnership with the College of Charleston. More on Britney here: 


https://charlestonwaterkeeper.org/team/#britney


2. We planned and completed 79 habitat restoration events working independently and 
cooperatively with community partners like SC DNR’s SCORE program, Charleston Surfrider, 
Coastal Conservation League, and host of local and regional businesses. These events 
continue to foster local stewardship and engage locals in restoration of critical marsh and 
oyster habitat.  


3. Earlier this year we took action to enforce federal clean water laws and stop sewage 
overflows that contaminate local's homes, pollute nearby waterways, and threaten public 
health. The problem, especially in West Ashley, has lingered for years and we’re hopeful this 
action is putting our community on a path to a cleaner, healthier future. More here: 


https://www.postandcourier.com/environment/charleston-water-system-lawsuit-overflow-
waterkeeper-selc/article_edbf681c-d5a3-11ee-bbb0-b797b29bc1b9.html


The Joanna Foundation has been a strong and consistent supporter since Charleston 
Waterkeeper's earliest days. Thank you for all your support and for believing in us from the 
beginning! Please never hesitate to be in touch, we are always happy to talk about any or all in 
more detail. 
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