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NAMI Charleston’s 2023 Holiday Drive 

Over the past many years, NAMI Charleston has made any effort to provide a present for every 
person that is in an in-patient psychiatric unit in Charleston County, SC. With our limited budget, we 
would usually only provide a small gift for patients at the Medical University of South Carolina’s 
Institute of Psychiatry (IOP) and Trident Hospital. There is another unit called Palmetto Behavioral 
Health, but we could not afford to expand this program to them previously. In May of 2023, Trident 
launched a new center called Live Oak Behavioural Health and Wellness. This expanded their 
psychiatry beds from 25 to 70. We were a little apprehensive about being able to continue our 
Holiday Drive in 2023, due to extra funds being needed for NAMICon 2023 and a larger NAMIWalk 
2023. The Joanna Foundation’s generous and gracious grant changed all of that. 

With the extra $2500.00 to use, we were able to supply ALL the psychiatry units in Charleston 
County with presents, total of 4 units. This meant that every person that was hospitalized and woke 
up on December 25, 2023, was given a present from NAMI Charleston. Our mission is to make sure 
that no one feels alone, and we were able to accomplish that. We spent $2550.64 total on the 
Holiday Drive, which included backpacks, hygiene items, socks, coloring books/pencils, and sweet 
treats for all patients. They were hugely appreciated, and we were able to put a smile on everyone’s 
faces. 

Here are some photos of the gifts prepared by the staff of the various facilities: 

 



 

 




