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 Funding from the Joanna Foundation was used for the planning and development of new 

permanent exhibition, Beyond the Ashes: The Lowcountry’s New Beginnings (previously titled 

From Civil War to Civil Rights).  The grant from the Joanna Foundation came at a critical time in 

our planning process as we were in the midst of conducting oral history interviews with local 

members of the Black community who participated in the Civil Rights struggle in the Charleston 

area, which is one of the major topics covered in the exhibition.  These interviews were recorded 

and portions of their stories are now part of the audiovisual component of the exhibit. 

  

 Museum staff were fortunate to work with Dr. Millicent Brown on the Civil Rights 

section of the exhibit.  Dr. Brown, a retired professor of history, was one of the first eleven 

African American students to integrate Charleston County schools in 1963, so she has not only 

studied the history of this era, but lived it.  Dr. Brown helped to identify artifacts and historic 

images for the exhibit and directed us to the appropriate people to speak with for the oral 

histories. 

 

 The Museum’s association with Dr. Brown opened new doors for us.  She brought in a 

number of Black colleagues to review content for the exhibit, and introduced staff to the 

leadership of the local chapter of the Association for the Study of African American History and 

Life (ASALH).  Museum staff provided a preview tour of the exhibit for ASALH members and 

their comments were highly complimentary.  The exhibit was still under construction at the time 

of their visit, and we look forward to having them return for the finished product. 

 

 Beyond the Ashes: The Lowcountry’s New Beginnings will open to the public on October 

25.  In addition to Civil Rights, the exhibit covers Reconstruction, the Jim Crow era, the 1886 

earthquake, the Charleston Renaissance, the preservation movement, the impact of the World 

Wars on Charleston, and Hurricane Hugo.  We were pleased to also collaborate with local 

African American artist Cookie Washington, who produced a commemorative quilt for the 

exhibit honoring the victims of the Emmanuel tragedy that will be on display and closes out the 

exhibit. 

 

(See images below) 



 

Director Carl Borick leads a preview tour of the Beyond the Ashes exhibit for the local chapter 

of the Association for the Study of African American History and Life.  Dr. Millicent Brown, a 

key contributor to the research and writing of the Civil Rights section, is second from left. 



 

Members of the local chapter of the Association for the Study of African American History and 

Life peruse the Civil Rights section of the Beyond the Ashes: The Lowcountry’s New Beginnings 

exhibit. 
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